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OLD HANDS, WARM TOWN

THE LAMBERTVILLE-NEW HOPE WINTER FESTIVAL

With the weather outside report-
ed to be the coldest temperatures
we've seen in the mid Acdantic
region all winter, I had my res-
ervations about the outcome of
this weekend getaway. An ever-
approaching snow storm was
forecasted to hit our hometown
and follow us along the winding
river roads to Lambertville, New
Jersey, as we made our way to
the area’s Winter Festival with an
itinerary chock full of outdoor
excursions. 1 half expected the
entire festival to be postponed
until fairer weather arrived.
But no sooner did we step foot
into town were my fears laid to
rest—the community was al-
ready ablaze with commotion,
in complete disregard to Mother
Nature’s fury.

Since the late nineties, the town
of Lambertville, along side its
Pennsylvanian neighbor, have
hosted the annual Winter Fes-
tival. What began as a way to
rejuvenate  two communities
with a breath of economic life
during the late winter weeks has
since grown into a large specra-
cle where people of all ages and
backgrounds come together in
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celebration of the beautiful frosty
season. Activities spread across
the two sister towns of Lam-
bertville and New Hope, which
straddle the east and west banks
of the Delaware River respectful-
ly, blurring the lines of where one
state ends and the other begins.
A brief walk across the connect-
ing bridge has crowds of people
meandering from New Jersey to
Pennsylvania and bacl again to
take in all the excitement.

A vibrant parade launched Sat-
urday’s attractions into motion,
and set the dynamic pace for
the Winter Festival. The beat of
the live music from the march-
ing bands led the community
on a mile-long promenade. Lo-
cal businesses, school groups,
and public figures alike danced
lively through the streets follow-
ing their creative renditions of a
float, handing out candies and
other goodies as they passed by.
We, along with the packs of peo-
ple lining the streets, braved the
frigid temperatures to witness
this over-the-top procession,

As the crowd began to dissi-
pate into the warm surrounding

buildings, my travel companion
and I remained in the chilly win-
ter air to sightsee, The small-town
charm felt delightfully different
from the high-paced city bustle
to which 1 was accustomed, and
we walked up and down every
street, making certain not to miss
an inch of this sophisticated, yet
surprisingly casual world. This
once industrial area now boasts a
flourishing identity deeply rooted
in the arts, theater, and antiques,
with the most fantastic shops
and galleries brimming from ev-
ery nook and cranny. ‘The smell
of restaurant delicacies wafting
through the brisk air teased our
senses while we lingered at the
window fronts,

Sightseeing led us to the door-
step of the Marshall House,
which upon entering we learned
was once the boyhood home of
James Wilson Marshall who dis-
covered gold in California. En-
chanted with the lengthy history
and antique furniture that we
found within the modest brick
home, we also strolled through
the nearby Parry Mansion, an
eighteenth century Georgian-
style structure that was originally
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Local businesses,
school groups, and
public figures alike
DANCED LIVELY through
the streets following
their CREATIVE
venditions of a float,
handing out CANDIES
and OTHER GOODIES d$

they passed by."

—
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AVibrant parade [aunched SATURDAY'S ATIRACTIONS [nfo motion,

and sef the DYNAMIC PACE for the Winter Festival.”

the home of the “Father of New
Hope," Benjamin Parry. Built
in 1784, the mansion remained
ocenpied by four generations of
Parey's direct descendants until
1966 whan it was sold 1o the
New Fope Historical® Sodlety,
The huildihg has since n[)('l'lt‘il its
doorsto the public where visitors
can tour the homes eight rooms,
adorned with traditonal antique
[l”‘"ibhing\n I,"l('!i hl‘HILL' l'l.'“(‘l.l-
inp, adifferent time pc'riml of the
|i1mily's Quaupation.

Exploring the town lefe us fam-
ished; so we rejolned the masses
at the Triumply Brewing Com
pany’ restaurant for the feseival's
Beef 'IN' Brew event, .\p:mamud
by the local Rotary Club. This
('Clchr;uur)' destination tran-
scended @l expectations. Not
only didt the roast beef melt in
your mouth and” pair superbly
with' theit complementary bev-
erages, but the entire industrial
space of the restaurant was warm
with friendShip, tealy and” en:
tirely: exemplifying the spirit of
the festival. Thisevent did in fact
bring people together——couples
interacted” with thelt dining
companions, oldfriends mingled
with long lost acquiintances,
and’ even conversations among
strangers came together effort
lessly, Avour table dlone we met
a handful’ of gregarious people,
sharing liferstaries and lessons
learned and even staying Inng‘ aft
ter the program ended to get bet-
ter acquainted with new friends,

Alas, the afternoon adventures
drew to a close, and we réturned
to aurinn with full'stomadhs and
S“[-’.'"')’ .‘1L‘|1y feer. We booked a
guest room in one of the many
rommantie hideaways the towns
offer: the Inn at Lambertville
Station, which beauti-
ful mix of ald-time charm with
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rayal accommodations, and was
the |1cr|‘bc[. location for some
much needed rest and relaxation.
Ot first Hoor suite had a pictur-
esque view of the river banks,
and' the tall soaking tib and lay-
ender bath salts made the spice
that much more heavenly. We
basked in the peace and quiet tor
as long as we could:

Although  daylight
(lis:l[)|u.‘:l1‘ut1 into the horizon 'for
the fiipght, we were just getring
our second wind, and' headed
to the Fladlans Cabaret roam at
The Nevermore Hotel where the
evening festivities were already
in full swing, The event began
with a wine and hors d'oeuvres

L‘Vt'l'l“l.'l”)’

feception, giving Ls the honor of
rubbing elbows with several of

the leading ploneers behind the
Lambertville-New Hope Win-
ter Festival, Local resident Ms.
Lindsey Meredith Buffa was on
the enrertainment bill for the
nighty and took center stage as
we were finishing up our five
star, three-course dinner, Belt-
ing out popular show tunes and
other well-known standards, she

enchanted the eéntire room with
her Sirens-like voice. The show
was  absolutely
and we retired back to our suite

unbelievable,

humming l‘rnzl:lw:ly S011E8 the
enire way,

The harmonious coos of Cana
dian Geese lured us out of the
lush linen bed' the nexe morning,
Dirawing the curtalns ot ol pan-
aramic bedrocm windew (o let
in the vibrant sunlight revealed
Hoclts of geese and ducks swiki-
mifg i ehe ey water below: Ol
continental’  breakkast
.\;lml'tly after,  hand-deélivered

arrived

o the door by a gracious staff

member, Snuggling biack tnder
‘h{_‘ COYCLS5; WE anﬂyc(‘ [l'ﬂ WELLTTL,
homemade muffins and steam-
Ing coffee in the comforts of our
bed, I'was temptedito stay inside
the inn to enjoy this divine pam-
pering all day long: But there
WwWas more to l“_' Ll(_!n(.' bL’lfH'ﬂ Il!(.f
Winter Festival was aver, and we
were qtliLIii)' o Our Wway again,

We trekked along the mainstreet
to the New Hupr |1'Ii,;|l school
where volunteers were already

Kicking the festivities offf to a
good start, Along with serving
a pancake breakfast and' corral
ling kids into an obstacle course
playland, the committee also
held a Snow Folk Art Exhibi-
tion. ReHective of the artistic
backeround' of the river towns,
this contest invited local artists
and amaceurs to transtorim a life-
‘.I,f'(' snowiman CUrout i““) H | \\'“l‘l\'.
of art, Each snowman structure
sported its own unique theme,
resembling the tracitional snow
man, a historical or well-known
figure, or an imaginative free
form all its own, We'd :;pnllc:d 4
bunech of these snowmen struc-
tures being proudly displayed
outside of many local biisiness:
es throughout New Hope and
Lambertville, but licele L'uml‘):lrt‘d
to the mass of creativity exuding
from these L‘n|ul‘|'l.|||y decarated
characters lining up and down
the hallways.

Sunday’s events continued in
the same fashion as the day be-
fore—with so many activities
to see; and not enough time to

do them all. We contemplated




Built in 1784, tue mansion remained occupied by FOUR GENERATIONS of
Parry’s DIRECT DESCENDANTS until 1966 when it was sold to the

New Hope Historical Society.”
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participating in the Winter Fes-
tival Photo Tour, where profes-
sional  photographer Anthony
Flamio led a small group of ama-
teurs armed with cameras and tri-
pods along a guided trip to shoot
the icy falls spilling over the ca-
nal. But we ultimately decided to
take the Music Mountain Hike
instead. This forty-five minute
trail gave us the flexibility to take
our time as we viewed the wincer
landscape of the town and valley
below, and any opportunity to
leisurely explore the serene flora
and fauna of this area was well
worth a self-directed expedition
in the cold.

To mark the end of this year's
Winter Festival, people swarmed
to Union Square Drive for the
annual Chili Cook-off, As the
main attraction of the day, and
perhaps even the hottest event
of the entire weekend, the
Chili Cook-off generated a lot
of attention around town, with
people struggling to land last-
minute tickets to this sold-out
showdown. The fiery competi-
tion challenged thirteen local
restaurants to create their tasti-
est, most tantalizing chili recipes
to see who will reign supreme,
Every person lucky enough to
attend this event was granted
three votes to nominate their top
choices for best recipe. When the
enticing taste-testing was finally
complete, a trophy presenta-
tion was held, and a winner was
crowned the prestigious honor of
chili champion.

After bidding adieu to our new
friends, we left the gracious com-
munities that hosted our weel-
end stay. We vowed to return the
following year, when the weather
once again  becomes unbear-
ably cold, and we are in need of
some neighborly love to warm
our hearts and cure our winter
blues. [AL]
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